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Prior to retirement in 2015, Mr. Bava had more than forty years 

of professional experience with Deloitte in client service, 

leadership and management roles with significant global and 

manufacturing industry experience. He was highly adaptable 

having relocated with Deloitte five times for roles of increasing 

responsibility and complexity. He was responsible for managing 

some of the largest and most complex client relationships. He 

was admitted to the Partnership at the age of 30 after nine years 

with the Firm. 

From 1983 through 1999, he served as Managing Partner (CEO) 

of Orlando, Florida, Tampa, Florida and Cleveland, Ohio offices of 

Deloitte. From 1999 through 2003 he served as Regional 

Managing Partner (CEO) of the Great Lakes Region of Deloitte 

based in Detroit, Michigan. In this role, he was responsible for all 

aspects of this $350 million plus practice including P&L, people, 

client service and growth. 

For the 12 years prior to his retirement in 2015, he was responsible for Deloitte’s overall non-audit 

relationships with multiple Global Fortune 500 Companies. In this role, he was involved in important 

projects having a positive impact on shareholder value including strategy around product portfolio 

rationalization, ERP selection and implementation resulting in standardization and complexity reduction, 

Mergers, Acquisitions and Divestitures, Diversity and Inclusion, and tax aspects of a major employee 

population working outside of their host country. He also supported a Global Fortune 50 diversified 

client with the resolution of allegations of violations of the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act. 

Mr. Bava had extensive global experience having served on Deloitte’s global manufacturing leadership 

team for the 10 years prior to his retirement. He  worked with Deloitte Member Firm Partners and 

executives from multi-national clients on five continents and in more than 20 countries. 

John had substantial experience in the not for profit sector having served as Board Chair for United Way, 

Junior Achievement and four Boy Scout Councils. He chaired a United Way Campaign and served on the 

Executive Committee of two Football Bowl Associations.  He also served as a member of the Board of 

Directors of the Deloitte Foundation. 

His passion for Bridge began at Notre Dame and, upon graduation, he took a 40-year hiatus, while he 

pursued his career at Deloitte. He always knew that he would rekindle his passion for Bridge in 

retirement and has been fortunate to have met so many great people and Bridge players in Unit 116. 

John graduated Magna Cum Laude from the University of Notre Dame in 1974. He is a Certified Public 

Accountant, having scored 2nd in the State of Indiana and in the top 100 nationally on the Uniform 

Certified Public Accountancy Examination. 
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